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Learning Objectives

At the conclusion of this activity, the participant will be able to:

Å A. Describe that MS is both an inflammatory and 

neurodegenerationdisease that involves myelin, axons and 

neurons.

Å B.  Describe what is currently known about the genetic and 

environmental influences on the risk of developing MS.

Å C.  Understand that there are disease modifying therapies for 

relapsing remitting MS but that we need to develop therapies for 

progressive MS.



Obtaining CME Credit

ÅIf you would like to receive CME credit 

for this activity, please visit:

http://www.pesgce.com/PVAsummit2011/

ÅThis information can also be found in the 

Summit 2011 Program on page 8.

http://www.pesgce.com/PVAsummit2011/


John Whitaker, MD



Saint Lidwina of Schiedam

(1380-1433)



Jean-Martin Charcot (1825-1883)



The Big Questions

ÅWhat is MS?

ÅWhat causes MS?

ÅHow do we treat and ultimately cure 

MS?



Multiple Sclerosis 1981

ÅMS was an inflammatory, autoimmune 

demyelinating disease of the CNS.

ÅMS required genetic predisposition and 

some unknown environmental exposure.

ïHLA-DR2

ÅWe could treat relapses with 

corticosteroids. 



Multiple Sclerosis 1981

ÅMS was an inflammatory, autoimmune 

demyelinatingdisease of the CNS.

Å

Å



Joseph Babinski (1857-1932)



Model of Acute MS Lesion
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Gadolinium Enhancement on 

MRI Shows Inflammation in MS



Clinical Course of MS
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MS is a Demyelinating Disease
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MS and Axonal Injury

Adams, A Colour Atlas of Multiple Sclerosis, 1989


